This ran in the January 26 issue of the Purcellville Gazette. I just read it last night and I know they have just published the February 2 issue. Sorry for not catching it sooner. I see no responses to this in this latest edition.

Regards, Dave Wiseman 703.599.4456

It Seems to Me

A Convenient Lie

By Joseph LaFiandra

It appears that the main stream media (The NY Times,Washington Post, Newsweek, the major networks) and Al Gore have all decided that global warming is being caused by humans burning fossil fuels and this will cause catastrophic climate change in the next few decades. He has pointed this out in his movie and book, “An Inconvenient Truth” now on DVD. Gore presents a convincing argument using footage of melting glaciers, raging hurricanes and dying polar bears. The only problem with his conclusions is that they are not based on science.

To best understand what Gore is trying to convince you of in the movie, you have to do a little research. The best source I have found is a book called “ How to Lie With Statistics” by Darrell Huff. It seems that Gore has used most of the techniques described in the book. For example, let’s take the “Post Hoc” fallacy. It says that if B follows A then A causes B. The case used in the book involves two clocks that keep perfect time. Clock A has no chime, clock B does. When the hour hand of clock A is on the hour, clock B chimes. Did Clock A cause clock B to chime? Obviously not, but similar type reasoning is used by Gore to illustrate the causes and effects of global warming. The fallacy is even more convincing if the two items in question track each other.

The following example in the book illustrates this. Did you know that there is a close correlation between the salaries of Presbyterian ministers in Massachusetts and the price of rum in Havana? How about the fact that the suicide rate in the US peaks in June, which corresponds to the month with the highest rate of marriages. These are obvious ridiculous examples of correlation, but if you have data that might be related, the case for cause and effect is not so clear.

All the experts are in agreement that greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane can cause the retention of heat by the Earth. Incidentally, do you know what greenhouse gas has the most effect on temperature change? It’s water vapor not CO2. The real questions are; is there really global warming going on in the first place and is burning fossil fuels the cause of it?

The examples in the film prove nothing. The glaciers on Mt. Kilimanjaro are not melting because of global warming, but because of reduced rainfall caused by deforestation. Gore also makes a point of the melting ice caps as evidence of global warming. The example given is the Antartic Peninsula where the ice cap is melting. What he doesn’t tell you is that the Peninsula covers 2% of the ice cap and the Antartic is actually gaining ice because of a general cooling over many decades. He also uses samples of the Earth’s increasing temperature over time to convince us of global warming. The problem with that is that these samples are selective and don’t include samples of increasing temperature in the past when there was no coal or oil use. One of his big arguments is that global warming is the cause of increasingly more violent storms. He points to the unusual number of hurricanes that hit the US in 2005. Of course he doesn’t mention the fact that no hurricanes hit the US in 2006.

I could go on and on with this; you get the point. The real fact is that the Earth is between ice ages, the last one just 10,000 years ago, an instant in Earth years. We will get warmer until the next ice age. It was the Main Stream media, (Newsweek,) in April 28,1975, that was concerned about a coming ice age and said meteorologists were “almost unanimous” in their conclusions.

There are many factors that play a much larger part in the Earth’s temperature variations.

These include variations in the Earth’s orbit around the Sun and the variation in Sunspot activity. On the Earth, the wobbling of the Earth’s axis, volcano activity, ocean currents and the shifting of the Earth’s crust all cause long term variations in temperature.

So what can we do about global climate change? The answer is we don’t know if there really is global warming or cooling going on. Even if we stop using coal and oil, that will not completely control the CO2 being emitted into the atmosphere. In his film, Gore did not include the effects of six billion humans and every living animal and insect on the planet constantly generating CO2 by the simple act of breathing. I wonder why; they certainly add a lot of CO2 to the atmosphere.

Let’s face it, “An Inconvenient Truth” is essentially a piece of political propaganda that is designed to convince you that big oil, big coal and the Bush administration are causing global warming. The producers of this film, in their zeal to push their cause, have offered 50,000 free copies of the DVD to the national Science Teachers Association for educators to use in their classrooms to indoctrinate our youngsters. They wisely turned it down and you shouldn’t fall for it either.

The views expressed by the writer are not necessarily those of this publication.
