LCCSS meeting February 8, 2006

Loudoun Extension Office

7 PM

Agenda:

1)
attendance, approval of the agenda;
5 minutes

2)
governance and by-laws;
5 minutes

3)
Timothy Wyant introductions of guests Mary Bathory Vidaver and Marty Martinez

4)
Mary Bathory Vidaver described what she needs from us for BOS Jim Burton

5)
Marty Martinez discuss his candidacy, cool cities and other initiatives

6) 
Cool cities update - report from Linda Reeder;
10 minutes

7) 
Sponsor High school science fair project award; 10 minutes

High school science fair awards have been set up.

----Pause for introductions----

8)
Advocacy; 10 minutes

Diana’s report

9)
BOS meeting what can we do?  plan for next election?; 10 minutes


Report from Will Stewart 

10) 
CCAN Jan 20 dunk in the bay; 10 minutes

Completed, raised $40,000, 100 swimmers

11)
Spring program and schedule; 10 minutes

March 12 Alden Hathaway/ Carter Morrow green buildings and solar energy

sponsor a movie at Tally Ho in Spring as part of DC Environmental Film Festival

12)
Next Summit planning: 10 minutes

13)
summer picnic; 5 minutes

14)
Ace Waste update – Ken Mogul; 10 minutes

15) 
Liaison reports

16)
next meeting

1)
Attendance: Gina Faber, Michael Feldman, Ken Mogul, Eric White, Tony Noerpel, Will Stewart, Otto Gutenson, Timohty Wyant, Marty Martinez, Mary Bathory Vidaver, Don Sandros, with apologies from Diana Dascalu, Terri Glass and Travis Ritenour.

2) By-Laws:  Progress.  David Bailey, Pat Quinn and Tony Noerpel will be the by laws committee.  Volunteers are invited to participate.  There should not be much work to do.  Tony has opened a bank account at BB&T and Gina and Tony are co-signees.

3) Introductions of Mary Bathory Vidaver and Marty Martinez

4) Mary Bathory Vidaver led BOS discussion.  Mary is Board member Jim Burton’s staff aid.  Mary is looking for citizens groups to help BOS with guidance and advice regards environment and energy matters.  

Action - Exploration of green building codes – Action for LCCSS to put together a package based on Arlington county ordinances and introduce prior to August BOS break.  Arlington County has existing language, proof of what we can do and would pass legal scrutiny, easily.
Several other examples were mentioned, some more aggressive, but existing Arlington County ordinances would make it much easier for Loudoun County attorney’s to validate.

Will mentioned that Arlington county uses a carrot approach and suggested a carrot and stick approach, but we were cautioned to best rely on Arlington county wording as closely as possible.

LCCSS needs to meet with Arlington County representatives to progress.

Eric mentioned Sierra Club action in Fairfax county may also be helpful.

Will, Tony and Gina discussed subcommittee meeting from February 1, 2007 which identified two actions for Will’s subcommittee:

Action Propose current BOS set up commission to study energy efficiency (transportation, green buildings, land use, recycling, etc.)

Action Long term effort includes proposals for ordinances going forward with future BOS.
This approach was favorably received.  Mary and Marty mention working with Keith Nusbaum, peak oil guy, Scott York’s Staff aid and Nancy Doane, staff Catoctin county planning commissioner, Aide to Sally Kurtz.

Commission would include school board/staff and school building analysis/ land development.  Marty mentioned that different groups are involved in maintenance and sustainability from those involved in construction of school buildings.  Timothy mentioned that two local communities are interested in green schools.  An opportunity exists to provide them with information.

If we could project a monetary savings, may be able to get all nine board members on board.  Energy efficiency can save money.  This is where Cool Cities puts their emphasis.  Eric gave Mary some hard numbers of savings from Arlington.

Marty Martinez with solar energy in schools, they can make money in the summer when they are selling back to utility.  Potential power generated.

Discussed action on Cool Cities initiative with Leesburg with path forward also at the County level.  Eric discussed Apollo Alliance.  Eric says there is a county based group forming which adopts the cool cities strategy so there already may be a template.  

Action Eric has the action to learn more about the county initiative and report back.
Action Otto discussed Washington County in Tennessee green school system from Kill a watt yours movie.  Otto has the action to contact these folks for discussion.
4)
Marty Martinez is currently on the Leesburg Town council and a candidate for state delegate in Joe May’s district.  

Marty will introduce a resolution supporting what we are trying to do, i.e., cool cities.  Marty would like to be more progressive and proactive with regards to energy and environmental activities but would like community support from groups such as ours.

Examples of what we need to do.  Town hall is hard to heat, inefficient, wasteful.  35-40,000 people we have a big motor pool, we should be going with hybrids.  Telecommute, pedestrian biking master plan.  Town development commercial place.  Mass transit.  Anti-idling rules.  Eric gave Marty New Energy for Cities booklet.  Watershed needs protection from what we dump in the ground.  Tree canopy.  Dillon Rule state limits local communities.  

(more discussion led by Linda Reeder under action 5 cool cities initiative.)

5) Cool Cities update:  

Eric, Linda and brooks met with Marrett Ceo, head of subcommittee EAC for cool cities.  They are really interested.  Marty said he would invite Linda’s committee to speak to the town council.  Sense is they want to proceed but may be a little intimidated.  Blacksburg just signed up to cool cities in January and is a very similar community to Leesburg in terms of size and other comparisons.  Marty knows the mayor and will be going down to visit with him.  Marty said Leesburg is receptive, but county is not.  He suggested a coalition of towns to encourage or lead the county on matters of energy and environment.  Lovettsville, Lucketts, Purcellville etc. should be a force in the county along with citizens coalition groups.  In general Marty thinks council will be receptive, esp. with cost savings.  

Action Linda will be in touch with Marty with specific questions for Blacksburg mayor and about a presentation to Leesburg town council regards Cool Cities resolution.  Linda has one already prepared.
Marty’s advice was to get on the agenda at one session and give Linda’s presentation.  At the following council session bring in the troops.  Marty will call for a vote.  It does mean something to the town council that Leesburg take a responsible leadership role in the county.  Marty advised that a crowded room of people at meetings speaking is more effective than petitions.

Marty cautioned that a resolution would be easy and not controversial however, any ordinance as per green construction such as Arlington County would require public hearings.  

6) Youth activities:  Tony reported we are sponsoring three awards at the high school science fair program this spring and that all the paperwork had been completed.  Gina, Ken, Tony, Will and Otto registered as judges with the expectation that one or two may not be able at the last minute to attend.

We will raise money at the summer picnic for next year’s science fair.

7) Advocacy at the state level:  Diana’s email, Timothy’s email,

Committee:  Diana Dascalu, Travis Ritenour, Timothy Wyant, Tony Noerpel, Will Stewart, Charles Hickley, Terri Glass, Gina Faber, Ken Mogul, Eric White, Richard George, Scott Findley, Otto Gutenson.

Action Tony to get Eric and Linda back on CCAN’s Monday meeting list.
6)
BOS advocacy:  plan for activities leading up to next election.  

BOS committee:  Will Stewart, Chair, Tony Noerpel, Charles Hinckley, Terri Glass, Travis Ritenour, Gina Faber, Timothy Wyant, Don Sandros, Grady O’Rear,  Eric Zelsdorf, Ken Mogul, Candice Guillaudeu, Otto Gutenson, Robert Lauten.

See discussion and actions above under items 4 and 5.

7)
CCAN Jump in the bay:  

Completed.

8)
Spring lecture and film program:  organize committee

Possible speakers:  


Jack Harper: Amazonia

Geothermal guy

Alden Hathaway and Carter Morrow confirmed for March 15, Loudoun county Extension Office.

Action Tony to call subcommittee meeting
Joan Kelsch with the Arlington County Department of Environmental Services.  She would be a great person to talk about how Arlington County went about making such great strides towards sustainability in the local government.

Committee:  Tony Noerpel, Otto Gutenson, Gina Faber, Tim Wyant, Will Stewart, Travis Ritenour, Eric White, Richard George, Terri Glass, Scott Findley

9)
Summit: form committee for next year’s summit

Several ideas for alternative summits were suggested.  A forum for elected officials, for example.

Action tony to call a subcommittee meeting
Committee: Tony Noerpel, Will Stewart, Terri Glass, Ken Mogul, Scott Findley, Richard George, Eric White.

10)
Summer picnic:  progress

Committee: Tony Noerpel, Ken Mogul, Scott Findley

11)
Ace Waste Update: Ken Mogul

12)
Liaison Reports and other business

March 17 CCAN lectures Bill McKibben author, The End of Nature, and heroic climate organizer and Tim Flannery author, The Weather Makers, and 2007 Australian of the Year for his climate work with moderator Mike Tidwell author, The Ravaging Tide, and director of the Chesapeake Climate Action Network Plus: music by emma's revolution/Pat Humphries and Sandy O., "climate musicians" extraordinaire, Saturday night, March 17th @ 7pm, Foundry United Methodist Church, 1500 16th St. NW (at P St.), Washington, D.C., three blocks east of the Dupont Circle Metro Station

March 2, movie Crazy Like a Fox, LCCSS will have a table beforehand and need volunteers. 7:15 pm, Round Hill Center, 20 High Street Round Hill.

February 17, Folk Concert An evening with Guy and Candie Carawan 
with son Evan Carawan, 7:00 pm, St. James United Church of Christ, 10 East Broad Way, Lovettsville, VA 20180
13) next meeting:, place TBD

March 8, Thursday night

Attachments:

Agenda Item 5

Just wanted to touch base with the agenda for tomorrow's meeting.  In terms of the RPS you can update everyone that Mary Margaret's bill was killing on Monday in committee.  The good news was that there were numerous people that sat through the 6 hour hearing and testifying in favor of her bill as well as the legislators debated the issue of RPS/efficiency and the re-regulation bill in committee.   

  

We want you folks to now focus on our new strategy which will be to target the Governor on this re-regulation legislation as it makes its way to his desk.  We are going to need all of your help in getting LTE's and letters/call in to him at strategic times.  Just keep everyone on alert about that. 

  

Also, if you want to talk about another Climate Summit as well and kick the idea around with folks we would be happy to assist on that once the session is over in March. 

  

Thanks Tony and have a good meeting tomorrow. 

  

Diana 

